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that Reynaud and Petain should exchange
posts, the Marshal taking the Premiership
and Reynaud remaining as Vice-Premier.
This Reynaud refused. Still the situation
was confused. The capitulation grew out
of a muddle.1
1 There had been (as I heard later) an alternative
plan proposed by Georges Mandel, the then Minister
of the Interior, to transfer the Government to
Brittany from whence it could be brought over to
England in an extremity. This plan, it was said,
was abandoned under the influence of Reynaud's
lady friend (who had also been instrumental in bring-
ing the defeatist Baudouin into the Government). I
cannot vouch for this part of the story; but I am
prepared to accept the symptomatic implications
which it contains: that defeatist influences may have
been at work in the very bedrooms of the leaders of
the French bourgeoisie.
There was, later, another interesting incident.
During the days of agony while Hitler kept the
French plenipotentiaries waiting, there was one
moment when even the first Petain Government
decided that there was nothing but to go to North
Africa. This decision was taken (as another friend
who happened to be on the spot has since told me)
on the soth of June and it remained in force during
a few hours. It was then that the road from Bordeaux,
to the Mediterranean was cleared for the Government
and all the hotels in Perpignan requisitioned for its
temporary stay. This decision reached the ears of
Laval who was then not yet a member of the Govern-
ment; and he and Marquet hastily summoned their
friends and passed a resolution plainly hinting at the
plan and denouncing it ("One cannot defend one's
country by leaving its soil"). But, more important^
Laval also passed word to M. Lequerica, the Spanish